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Rick’s Ramblings 
 
Where Do We Go from Here? 
 As we approach Holy Week and Easter Sunday this year my mind drifts to the 
Thursday Jesus was arrested.  That last week must have seemed  like a strange 
week.   It is for the disciples.  They come into the city of Jerusalem  the previous 
Sunday with shouts of Hosannas, “God saves.”  Then  it goes downhill from 
there.  They are thrown out of the Temple after Jesus overturns tables; there is 
a most unusual Passover meal and they go out to the garden.  Judas sneaks 
off.  When he returns, he is accompanied by a mob to haul Jesus away.  The 
abuse, accusations and time of trial begins.  The last verse  (56) of Matthew 26 
tells us “Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.”  They go to hide in an 
upper room, possibly the same room  where they just had their Passover.  They 
are afraid.  Where do they go from here?   
 
 The next day after the rigged trial and stacked jury against Jesus is over,  not 
even an appeal can save him.  Pilate denies the plea.  In reality Jesus wasn’t 
much  help for his own behalf.  Jesus stumbles, struggles and is abused in his 
walk to the place where he will hang on a cross until he is dead. Where do the 
disciples go from here?  At best the disciples just  might be able to return to 
their lives prior to Jesus’ calling them to follow.  Peter, Andrew, James and  
John go fishing at Galilee, the others slipping back into obscurity.  Where do 
they go from here? 
                                                                                                      Continued page two 
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   Theologian, author, and  preacher Tony Campolo 
made known the phrase  “It’s Friday, but Sunday’s 
coming”.  It may seem  like Friday to us friends.  
There is isolation, medical resources strained at 
best, people falling sick even dying, panic buying, 
getting bored, and a sense of hopelessness. Where 
do we go from here?  Well, I have five words for all 
of us, it’s Friday, but Sunday’s coming.  These are 
the words that turned  into a reality for the  
disciples.  It was Friday but Sunday came.  And 
when Sunday arrives there is resurrection.  There is 
before us the realization of a promise that the dark-
ness of  Friday did not diminish, overpower, or  
extinguish the light of Sunday.   
 
 Friends where do we go from here?   It may seem  
like that Friday, it may look like that Friday so many 
centuries ago, it may feel like that Friday of doom 
and gloom, one that scattered the disciples, caused 
them to go  into hiding.  But friends let’s look up, let 
us look out, let us believe, let us have faith, let us 
believe in the hope that Sunday is coming - the 
Sunday of Resurrection and Life.  It is the Sunday of 
love and embrace, the Sunday that we live for and 
express to the one living next door to us who is 
feeling like it’s still Friday.   
 
Where do we go from here when Friday is in our 
rear-view mirror? We live the Hope of Sunday  
Resurrection.  Even if we are living in the midst of 
Friday, let us live as if it is Sunday! 
 
May You all have a blessed uplifting Easter. 
 
Peace & Grace 
 
Pastor Rick 
  
 
                                                     

Rick’s Ramblings Continued 
SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

PASTOR 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

PIANIST 

UMYF 



P A G E  3  
T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

 
                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
                                                 
 
 
 
 
 



P A G E  4  

 

  

V O L U M E  M M X X ,  N U M B E R  4 ,  I S S U E  2 4 6  
P A G E  4 

Ways You Can Give 
The Finance Team wants to make sure everyone in 
the TUMC Congregation and Family knows the  
Importance of continued giving during this time of 
distancing and safe at home quarantine.  First we 
want to thank all who have shared generously to 
the support of Christ’s Church located in Temecula.  
We want to make it as easy as possible for  you to 
share your offering and support of the Church. 
 
1. Yes we can still receive your offering by mail.  

Pastor Rick or Mary Kottman are able to pick up 
the mail and pass it on to be counted and  

      deposited. 
 
2. You can go to our website, temeculaumc.com  
       and click on the “Donate” button.  Follow the  
       prompts to make your one-time or on-going  
       gifts. 
 
3,  You can now download an app to your phone.   
     Go to your app store and find GivePlus or Give+. 
     Once it appears and you begin the process make 
     sure you type in Temecula United Methodist  
     Church in the choose church box.  Once  
     installed you will be able to make contributions  
     and receive a notice of your giving.  If you  
     choose to use a bank or credit card, we  
     hope you will help us to defray our expenses  
     by clicking the fee charge box.  Or you can  
     set  up  a withdrawal directly from your bank 
     (AHC).  There will be no fee to the church. 
 
The Finance Team understands this is a difficult 
time for everyone and we are doing our part with 
the  Church Council to make reductions where we 
can in anticipation of a deficit.  We want to  
continue to offer Ministry and Mission in a loving 
and caring way for our community, you, the church 
family, and the world.  With your help and  
generosity now and in the days ahead we will rise 
up out of the ashes of this dark time. 

From the Breezeway 

APRIL 
 
5  PALM SUNDAY 
  Scripture:    Matthew 21:1-11 
       Theme:     Walking the Red Carpet 
 
12 EASTER 
  Scripture:    John 20:1-18 
  Theme:     What a Morning! 
 
19 Scripture:   John 20: 19-31 
  Theme:   Purpose of the Book 
 
26 Scripture:   John 21:15-19 
  Theme:     What’s Next? 
 

 

We have begun to stream our worship services on 
the Temecula United Methodist Church Facebook 
page.  If you have not already done this we hope you  
will join us for Palm Sunday and Easter and as long as 
we are unable to come together to worship.  To get 
connected go to our Facebook page  
facebook.com/temeculaunitedmethodistchurch.  
 If you are not on Facebook, go to our website 
www.temeculaumc.com and click on the link to our 
Facebook page and it should come up.  We broadcast 
at 10:00 AM on Sunday.   If you miss it, it will still be 
on our website to go back and watch.  We are hop-
ing to also post on other platforms in the future.  Stay 
tuned! 
 
Note:  If you do not have a computer or online capa-
bility and would like a copy of Pastor Rick’s sermon, 
please contact him at church (951) 676-1800x4, and 
it will be mailed to you. 
 

 

Worship Scriptures 
and Themes 

How to watch us on Facebook 


